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A publication of the Chamber of Commerce of Jefferson –  September 2010 

Board of Directors: 
Traci Skolaski 

President 
Todd Goldbeck 
President Elect 

Xcel Physical Therapy 
Barb Oschmann 

Vice President 
B.E. Hive Hair Salon & Spa 

Brian Armstrong
Premier Bank 
Steve Cross 

Cross Town Floors 
Nathan Friedl 

Kendall Packaging 
Phil Garno 

Garno Insurance, LLC 
Bunny Haas 

The Works Hair Salon 
Chris Ingersoll 
Jefferson Travel

Tom Laitsch 
Laitsch & Brantmeier, LLC 

Dr. Bill Lust 
Chiropractic Care Center 

John Manke 
Nestle Purina PetCare 

Holly Merson 
RSV Engineering, Inc. 

Luke Tully 
Fidelity Land Title, Ltd. 

Dan Uttech 
Walmart 

Ex-Officio Members: 
Tim Freitag 

City Administrator 
Gary Haag 

City Police Department 
Wayne Hartwig 

Mike Swartz 
Superintendent of Schools 

Janet M. Werner 
Executive Director 

Barb Hesse 
Administrative Assistant

Phone 920-674-4511 
Fax 920-674-1499 

Email coc@jefnet.com 
www.jeffersonchamberwi.com

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

While it is not the official start of fall, with the children back in 
school; it is just around the corner. On Thursday, August 26th, 
Jefferson welcomed nine new teachers to the school district. 
Thanks to the many generous business  
owners in our community, the Jefferson Chamber was able to 
welcome each teacher with a large gift bag filled with goodies. 
With that, please remember to drive attentively and slowly in 
school zones as our children of the community return to their 

education that will develop our future.  

This past week, we closed out our Concert  
in the Park series, with Jesse Aron. By his  
performance, you know why he was voted 
Nashville’s 2009 Elvis impersonator of the 
year. Planning will begin for next year’s  
concerts in the park. If you have band 
ideas, please share them with your  
Chamber. I would like to thank everyone 
that made these free concerts possible,  
especially during this “tough” economy. 

 Autumn is one of the Chamber’s (and  
Jefferson’s) busiest seasons of activity. We 
especially need help from our volunteers to 
make our events successful and fun. As I 
have stated before, “Alone we are but  
one drop, but together we are an ocean.”
(Do you have this memorized, yet?) Our 
Fundraising committee will be contacting 
you shortly to see if you or your staff is 
available to help at these events. I ask that 
you consider even just a few hours of your 
time. I promise it will be fun. Or, feel free 
to contact the Chamber office directly. 

 What are all of the upcoming events,  
you ask? First, we have a food booth at 
Gemuetlichkeit�days on September 17-19. 
Then, the very next weekend, we will be 
serving food at the Fall Car Show on  
September 24-26. And, believe it or not, 
the very next weekend is Autumn Fest, 
October 2nd. There is a lot of activity and 
fun for all, but it also requires a lot of  
people to make these events run smoothly 

and successfully. This is especially true 
when we have three events in a row.  
Check out our website, 
www.jeffersonchamberwi.com for more  
details. 

 I hope you enjoyed the summer; I don’t  
know where it went. Personally, Autumn is 
my favorite season. I absolutely love the 
colors. Did you notice that the trees have 
started to change? The seasons amaze me; 
how every year, there is a fresh start or a 
new beginning. Let’s keep that in mind as 
we move forward with our lives, there is 
always an opportunity for a fresh start (or 
change). 

Wishing a safe Labor Day holiday. 

Traci L. Skolaski 
President 

Remember to purchase your 
2010 Gemuetlichkeit Days  

buttons 
It will be the 40th Anniversay 

for Gemuetlichkeit Days. 
Congratulations!  

Ein Prosit!!! 
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2nd Annual Cruise Night  
Schedule for 2010

Last one for the Year 
SEPTEMBER 1 

5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
Walmart Parking Lot 

(1st Wednesday of the month) 

JULY 2010 
THE CHAMBER OFFICE RECEIVED 

Incoming Phone Calls: 225
Visitors:111 - Information Packets Mailed: 0 

Student Packets Mailed:0 – Tourism Guides Mailed:3
Website visitors - 1310 
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~ Nestle Purina PetCare 100 Year Anniversary ~ 
  On September 12, 1936, the local con-
densery here in Jefferson celebrated its 
26th anniversary. That same date in 1910 
marked the formal opening of the plant, 
when many interested visitors had the 
pleasure of seeing 16,000 pounds of milk 
put through the evaporation process. The 
condensery was first operated by the She-
boygan Evaporated Milk Co., having 
thirty employees. The condensery started 
with 58 patrons and received averaged 
8000 pounds daily. 
   In 1910 the farmers received $1.50 a 
hundred for milk in September and Octo-
ber and in December the price was raised 
to $1.75 regardless of test. As the milk 
flow increased the condensery produced 
butter, casein, Hebe and evaporated milk. 
   The Carnation Milk Products Company 
bought this plant in 1915, but did not take 
complete charge until January 1916.   
Several different men held the superinten-
dent position and since 1931 T.J. 
Freepartner, has had charge of the Jeffer-
son Plant. 
   When the Carnation Milk Products Co. 
took over the plant in 1916 some im-
provements were made. The old fashioned 
runway was removed and a modern 
creamery was erected. Business began to 
improve rapidly and within a short time 
the condensery was receiving over 
175,000 pounds of milk daily. Following 
the world war the making of butter and 
Hebe was discontinued. 

   At present machine age the condensery 
is employing about 33 people and is re-
ceiving more than 2,000,000 pounds of 
milk a month. Business is improving and 
milk prices are coming back to Normal. If 
butter keeps raising, milk will soon be 
back to $2.00 a hundred.�
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   From 1936 through 1947, Carnation 
continued to operate the condensery in 
Jefferson. Due to the declining demand 
for condensed milk in the country, the 
condensery was shut down and the plant 
transferred to the Albers Milling Division 
of Carnation Company. 
   The “NEW” pet food plant produced its 
first can of “Friskies” dog food on June 1, 
1951 under the management of Max 
Stults. Since that time, the canning opera-
tion has expanded to 42,000 case/day op-
eration. This figure represents over one 
million cans of pet food made daily under 
the following labels: “Friskies” cat food, 
“Friskies” dog food, “Friskies Buffet:, 
“Mighty Dog”, “Bright Eyes” and 
“Friskies” dinners. 
   Four years after the successful start-up 
of the canning operation, the plant began 
its initial production of “Dry” pet food. In 
July of 1955, the dry operation began pro-
ducing “Friskies Meal” dog food with a 
capacity of 100 tons/day. The plant cur-
rently produces approximately 280 tons/
day of  “Little Friskies” cat food, 

“Friskies” puppy food,  “Friskies” kitten 
food, and its newest product “Little Frisk-
ies Chefs Blend” cat food. 
   All pet food manufactured at the Jeffer-
son plant is shipped by rail or truck to one 
of six carnation distribution centers strate-
gically located in the United States. From 
these centers, the pet good is distributed 
to the various stores throughout the coun-
try. 
   The Jefferson pet food plant has under-
gone several expansions in the past 25 
years to keep up with the demands for its 
products. As Carnation’s Pet Food opera-
tion grew, it was split off from the Albers 
Milling Division 1963 and designated the 
“Pet Foods Division” of Carnation Com-
pany. The plant currently occupies 8.5 
acres of land and utilizes 300,000 sq. ft. 
of floor space at its site along the Rock 
River. Employment currently averages 
218 people from the community and sur-
rounding area. 
   The plant, simply referred to as “The 
Dog Food” by the local citizens. 
   Carnation Company, which celebrated 
its 75th anniversary in 1974, is proud to 
have contributed to Jefferson’s history 
and growth as a city the past 68 years. 
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Voted Best In the Area Travel Agency 

  Jefferson Travel Inc. has been in business since 1979.  
Current owners are Patricia Ziwisky, CTC and Christine  
Ingersoll, CTC (CTC-certified travel consultants). With a  
combined 50+ years in the travel business we are prepared to 
assist you plan your dream vacation��
��We have an experienced staff that takes pride in the  
professional service we provide. Our personal travel  
experience and continued training help us know what we  
sell and what best suites our clients. 

Our Website 
We’ve designed this site to allow you to research your next trip 
and utilize vacation planning resources, such as currency  
conversion and global forecast tools. Above all, our site is a 24/7 
link to our agency. Our staff are available to help you with all your 
travel needs, and we’d love to hear from you. Call, email, or stop 
by our office any time. 
Contact us by phone at 800-776-2719 or 920-674-4540
pat@jeffersontravel.net or chris@jeffersontravel.net 

Jefferson Travel 
Your Travel Professionals 

Call us today and we’ll help you plan the perfect v acation. 
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SEE OUR FULL LINE OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT 
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· Copiers & Digital Networking  

· Fax Machines 

· Full Color Copiers & Large Format  
Printers 

· Paper Shredders 

· High Speed Laser Printers 
SALES - SUPPLIES - SUPPORT - SERVICE

800-333-5905 or  
608-271-2100

Visit our web site at http://www.gflesch.com

Authorized Dealer 

���������������������������� ����

TO OUR NEW MEMBER

ALDEN ESTATES OF COUNTRYSIDE
Earlene Ronk 

1130 Collins Road 
Jefferson, WI 53549 

Phone: 920-674-1370 
Fax: 920-674-6075 

Email: cs_administrator@aldengroup.org 
www.aldenestatesofcountryside.com 

Nursing Home 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO  
DONATED FOR THE NEW TEACHERS 

BAGS. 

It is so great to see the  
response from our members 
and businesses throughout this 
wonderful city. 
The teachers are so apprecia-
tive of the gifts and it also 
helps them to get to know  
Jefferson a little better and 
what Jefferson has to offer. 

Our Chamber of Commerce 
is looking for 

SPONSORS 
for the 

2010 Parade of Lights 
December 4, 2010 

Anyone interested in donating please call 
the Chamber office 674-4511 

Thank You 
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FUND RAISERS IN SEPTEMBER 
Our Chamber has two major fund raisers in September, we have food booths at Gemuetlichkeit Days 
and the Fall Car Show. So to make this a success, we need your help. Here are the shifts for 
Gemuetlichkeit Days - 6 people needed per shift. Gemuetlichkeit Days is September 17,18,19, 2010. 
· Friday: 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 
· Saturday: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon,  3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.,6:00 to 8:30 p.m., 8:30 p.m. to 11:00 

p.m. 
· Sunday: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Fall Car Show - September 24, 25 ,26, 2010 
Shifts 
· 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m., 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (5 for each shift) 
· Saturday: 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., (15 needed), 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. (6 needed) 
· Sunday: 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (10 needed), 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (12 needed) 
If you can help with any of these shifts please call 674-4511, recruit a group of your fellow workers to 
fill a shift. It is a good time and you get to meet some of your fellow business and Chamber members. 
Thank you in advance for your help. 
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1980- First production of Fancy Feast. 
1983- The first APF hold system was in-
stalled. The Dry Department expanded 
from eight productions lines to nine. A 
new bulk unloading and scale house was 
built. 
1986- Nestle acquired Carnation Com-
pany. 
1987-The  Pet Food Division was re-
named to Friskies PetCare. 
1989-Construction of East Warehouse 
(building 14 & 15) 
1991-Automatic retorting system installed 
on line 1 
1992-Automatic retorting system installed 
on line 2 
1994-Began using fresh Meatmix on line 
1 
1995-Slice Maximization project-added 3 
oz to line 2, new cooker room, new meat 
table room, new packaging equipment, 

new palletizers 
1998-Began using fresh Meatmix on line 
2 
1999-Installed automatic pallet tag print 
and apply 
2001– First ‘Grill’ production 
Nestle acquired Ralston Purina. Friskies 
PetCare and Ralston Purina were merged, 
forming Nestle Purina PetCare 
2002-Ceased Dry production 
2003-Pneumatic Dry Ingredient Handling 
System installed. South Grill Tube in-
stalled. 
2004-North Grill Tube installed, replacing 
prototype. Meatmix tanker enclosure ad-
dition. 
2006-First production of Elegant Medley 
2008-Construction of new Warehouse 
(building 19) 
2009-Line 2 Capacity Project. 

The Jefferson Plant ships more than 3,000 

truckloads and 400 railcars of finished 
product per year. In 2009, this equated to 
over 38 million cases produced, which 
included the following brands: Fancy 
Feast, Elegant Medley, Friskies and Pro-
Plan. 

Donations, close to 1.2 million cans a 
year, provide support to more than 40 
animal shelters and other organizations. 

The Jefferson Chamber of 
Commerce would like to 
Congratulate Nestle Purina 
PetCare on their first 100 
years. We wish you continued 
success in the future. 

The Last Concert in the Park for 2010 
Jesse Aron - The Voice of Elvis

Where has the summer gone. It seems we 
just had the first concert and already have 
had our last one for the year. 
The evening was just perfect, cool and 
breezy. The large crowd was entertained by 
Jesse Aron - “The Voice of Elvis”. 
The Jefferson Chamber would like to thank 
Jefferson Tourism, Jefferson Utilities,  
Jefferson Area Business Center, Kiwanis 
and Nestle Purina PetCare for helping the 
Chamber sponsor these concerts.
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     OCTOBER 2, 2010 
9 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M. 

STREET ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE 
Balloon Artist - Caricaturist - Magician 

Face Painter - Horse Drawn Wagon Rides 
Vendors lining the downtown 

Anyone interested in participating please contact 
the Chamber Office. 674-4511 

Charge for being a vendor is $10.00 
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Abendroth Water Conditioning 
Adecco 
Adventure RV Sales & Service, LLC 
Alden Estates of Countryside 
American Family Insurance - Sherry Lange 
Atmosphair Sky Diving 
Aumann’s Service, Inc. 
Bark River Campground 
Bark River Seal Coating 
B.E. Hive Hair Salon, LLC 
Badger Bank 
Blue Moon Depot 
Braun’s Gardens 
Brian T.S. Turley, D.D.S. 
Brown Cab Service, Inc. 
Carroll Electric 
Charlotte Lehman 
Chiropractic Care Center, S.C. - Jefferson 
Citizens Bank 
City of Jefferson 
Council for the Performing Arts 
Country Nurses, Inc. 
County-City Credit Union 
Cousins Sub 
Crawfish Corners, LLC 
Cross Town Floors 
Daily Jefferson County Union 
Davis Duehr Dean & Associates 
DDR 
Del Chmielewski CPAs & Advisors 
Duntley Water Works 
Edward Jones 
Endl-Gruennert C.M.H. Post 3589 
Exteriors Plus, LLC 
F.W. Zastrow Heating & Cooling 
Fairview Senior Apartments 
Felton Electric, Inc. 
Fidelity Land Title, Ltd. 
FISH 
Foremost Buildings, Inc. 
Fort Community Credit Union - Jefferson 
Fort HealthCare 
Fort HealthCare - Jefferson 
Fort HealthCare-Rockwood 
Frank’s County Market 
Garden Graphics 
Garno Insurance, LLC 
Gemuetlichkeit Days, Inc. 
go Jefferson.com 
Golden Wok 
Goodwill Industries of S.C. Wisconsin, Inc. 
Gordon Flesch Company, Inc. 
Ground Affects Landscaping, Inc. 
H & H Fire Protection, LLC 
Hans Bros., Inc. 
Hausz Bros., Inc. 
Havill Motors 
hbc Services 
Highway 18 Outdoor Theatre 
Hilltop Motel 
Hi-Way Harry’s 
Home Lumber Co. 
Holiday Inn Express 
Humane Society of Jefferson 
Insurance Service Center 
Integrated Risk Solutions 
J & L Tire, Inc. 
JC Plaza Hotel & Conference Center 
Jackie Myers - Shorewest Realtor 
Jaeckel Brothers, Inc. 
Jan Niebler Interiors 
Jefferson Area Business Center 
Jefferson Blue Devils Baseball Team, Inc. 

Jefferson Citgo 
Jefferson County Advertiser 
Jefferson County Agri-Business Club Inc. 
Jefferson County Fair Park 
Jefferson County Headstart 
Jefferson County Literacy Council, Inc. 
Jefferson Current Electric, Inc. 
Jefferson Ceramic Tile Co., Inc. 
Jefferson Glass, Inc. 
Jefferson Historical Society 
Jefferson Landscape Supply & Home Décor 
Jefferson Lions 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
Jefferson Optimist Club 
Jefferson Public Library 
Jefferson Rotary 
Jefferson Travel, Inc. 
Jefferson Utilities 
Jefferson Veterinary Clinic, S.C. 
Jefferson Wastewater Treatment Plant 
Jefferson Window & Door 
JM Carpets 
John’s Disposal Service, Inc. 
John’s Fire Protection, LLC 
Kearn’s Motor Car Co., Inc. 
Kemmeters KC Subs & Pizzas 
Kendall Packaging Corporation 
Ken Olson’s Used Cars 
Kiwanis Club of Jefferson 
Krause Custom Builders 
Krek & Associates 
Laitsch & Brantmeier, LLC 
Lake Country Heating & Cooling 
Lemke Fence of Jefferson, Inc. 
Lou’s Riverview 
Luedtke Plumbing 
Madison Classics 
Main Street Station 
Maple Grove Homes 
MATC - Fort Atkinson 
McIntyre Floral 
Mediation and Collaborative Law Center, LLC 
Meyer’s Market 
Mike Foerster Real Estate Group, LLC 
Mike Spangler, LLC 
Miller Law Office 
MK Cellular 
Monogue Law Office, S.C. 
NAPA Auto Parts 
Nestle Purina PetCare 
Netwurx 
North Shore Business Technology 
Olsen Funeral Home 
Once & Again Consignments 
Open Range Communications 
Opportunities, Inc./Diversified Personnel Services 
Oregon Mental Health Services, LLC 
Our House Senior Living 
Pacjets Finanacial LTD/Canopy Property Mgt. 
Parkway Center 
People Against Domestic & Sexual Abuse 
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. 
Peters Bros. Transport, Inc. 
Pine Cone Restaurant 
Pitz Stop Liquor 
Plumbers Union Local 75 
Preferred Building Systems 
Premier Bank 
Presidential Limousine Service 
Punzel’s Ace Hardware 
R & S Insurance 
Rainbow Hospice Care 
Rathbun Photography 

Reimer Marketing 
Repco of Jefferson, Inc. 
Robert G. Moulton, D.D.S. 
River Bend RV Resort 
Rivers Edge Farm Market 
Rock Bottom, Inc. 
Rock River Gallery & Coffee House 
Rock River Power Sports 
RSV Engineering 
R.W. Baird & Co. 
Safari Sporting Goods 
Schneider-Michaelis Funeral Home 
School District of Jefferson 
Schroedl Bros. 
Shorewest Realtors 
SK Windows & Doors 
Smith Motors 
Snap Fitness 
Sport & Spine Clinic - Jefferson 
St. Coletta of Wisconsin 
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church 
St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church & School 
St. Vincent  de Paul 
State Farm Insurance - Eric Felth 
Stauffer-Klug Insurance Agency 
Subway 
Super Wash 
Sutherland Auction.com, LLC 
Sylvan Crossings 
Teipner Treatment Homes, Inc.. 
Theder Lawn Service 
The Drug Store 
Thompson & Company, S.C. 
Town & Country Homes 
Traci Skolaski 
Tyson Prepared Foods 
United Way of Jefferson & N. Walworth Counties 
UW Health Partners - Johnson Creek 
Versa Cold Logistics Services 
Waldmann’s Shoe Store 
Walmart 
Wayside Inn 
we energies 
Wedl’s Hamburger Stand & Ice Cream Parlor 
WSJY-WFAW-WKCH 
Wisconsin Center Missing Children & Adults 
Wisconsin Plastic Drain Tile Corp. 
WPS Health Insurance 
Xcel Physical Therapy 
Yunker Agency, LLC - Chris Stelzer 
Ziggies Treat Wagon

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING  

YOUR CHAMBER   
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Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
122 W. Garland Street 
Jefferson, WI 53549 
www.jeffersonchamberwi.com 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS  2010

September 1   Last Cruise Night of the Year - Walmart Parking Lot 
September 3 - 5  Gun Show - Jefferson County Fair Park 
September 3 - 5  High Fives Flyball Competition - Jefferson County Fair Park 
September 6    CPA Bingo - Rox Banquet Hall
September 6   Antique Auction - Jefferson County Fair Park 
September 10 - 12  WI Sheep & Wool Festival - Jefferson County Fair Park 
September 13   CPA Bingo - Rox Banquet Hall 
September 17 - 19  Gemuetlichkeit Days - Jefferson County Fair Park 
September 18 - 19  Buckskin Horse Show - Jefferson County Fair Park 
September 24 - 26  Fall Car Show & Swap - Jefferson County Fair Park 
October 2    Autumn Fest & City Wide Rummage Sale - Jefferson


